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Statement
My work involves the creation of artist softwaresystems in order to explore the impact of new
technology paradigms. I’m particularly interested in
the relationship between the embodied and the
virtual; our evolving sense of what it is to be human
and the social/psychological impact of living in a
world of connected objects and nascent AIs.
I use sculptural installation and online channels as
means of presenting and recording these
explorations.
Since the beginning of 2016 I have been
documenting the global phenomenon of
self-surveillance through my work Backdoored
which collects and archives images taken by bots
through unsecured security cameras. This work

explores the underpinning anxieties and privacy
implications, as well as notions of agency and
authorship.
My latest work “The Seeker” is an exploration of
the emerging machine gaze. “The Seeker” is a
machine entity which travels the world virtually,
and describes for us what it sees. Named for
Ptah-Seker, the artist/technologist god of the
Ancient Egyptians, who generated the world by
speaking the words to describe it, this project will
look at how the action of describing the world
might establish a whole new worldview for
machines and humans alike.
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Lives and works in London
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The Internet Yami-Ichi, Tate Modern, London
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2011 – 2013 MA Fine Art by Practice (Distinction), The Cass School of
Art & Architecture, London Metropolitan University
1986 – 1989 BA Hons Fine Art, Goldsmiths College, University of
London
1985 – 1986 Art Foundation, Carmarthen Art College

Awards
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Are you being watched? Wired
Immaterial Aesthetics – The Internet Yami-Ichi (Black
Market) by Edward Paginton for Modern Weekly China –
PDF 72Kb
Edward Snowdomes and edible internet cookies: welcome
to Yami-ichi The Guardian
Backdoored. / Nye Thompson / Surveillance, intimacy and
the net
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Words That Remake The World《The Seeker》2018
The installation Words that Remake the World forms part of Thompson’s ongoing project The
Seeker, a networked machine entity that travels the world virtually and describes what it sees.
Named for Ptah-Seker, the artist/technologist god of the Ancient Egyptians, who created the
world by speaking the words to describe it, this project looks at how the act of describing the
world might establish a whole new worldview for machines and humans alike.
The installation comprises a large-scale diagrammatic drawing presented alongside an
audio-visual piece and a data spreadsheet showing the source data for the drawing. The latter
was created using data collected from The Seeker project, it presents the words that The Seeker
uses to describe what it sees, and which comprise its conceptual landscape. The drawing
represents a process of intense analytical scrutiny of this data by the artist, attempting to map
the nascent AI’s “mind”.
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Backdoored 2016-18
Since the beginning of 2016 I have been documenting and exploring the global phenomenon of
self-surveillance through my artwork Backdoored, which collects and archives images taken by
searchbots through unsecured security cameras.
As well as the sociological impact of the proliferation of IoT data-harvesting sensors, I'm very
interested in this phenomenon of self-surveillance, as we are increasingly watched and quantified
by the state and corporate world, we also seem to have internalised this activity, constantly
engaged in digitally-mediated watching of our possessions, homes, family, employees and pets.
In this way, Backdoored forms a kind of social document: a global mapping of contemporary
anxieties. These are images whose ‘content’ resides as much in the process of their creation as in
what they display.
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Then We Shall Sit and Watch the Sunsset 2015

Deconstructed dolls house with light,
mixed media, and contents of artist’s
studio. Created in situ for ‘Toys (Are
Us)’ at the Crypt Gallery, London

C4VE 2014
I was nominated by Bob & Roberta
Smith to take part in Castlefield
Gallery’s survey of “artist(s) who they
consider to be shaping the future of
contemporary art” .

Museum of
the Shared
Now 2014
A temporary museum of
crowd-sourced content
& virtual ephemera,
featuring: DECIDE: a
machine which
translated virtual
decisions into the
physical actions
WAIT: a projection piece
that generated a slow
ghost image of the
viewer
TOUCH: a series of
found objects with
‘sound memories’

Forensic reconstruction #00-23.7.6
2013
Future

alien archeologists attempt to map out early 21st century human culture using
e-junk from their excavations.
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